“Vietti's 2012s are some of the most powerful, rich wines of the vintage.”
-Antonio Galloni
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A dark, powerful wine, the 2012 Barolo Brunate is the most brooding
and inward of these wines. A host of savory herbs, licorice, tobacco
and dark fruits meld into the huge, explosive finish. There is no
shortage of depth or character, but increasingly the Brunate is being
outclassed by some of its siblings. The competition is pretty tough at
Vietti these days.

The aromas of licorice, violets and bramble berries
impress. Full body, incredible length and texture.
Lasts for minutes on the palate. Give it at least five
years to soften.

It's hard not to fall in love with the 2012 Barolo Brunate. This is an
uneven vintage across the appellation, but Vietti has managed to
harness the very best side of the grape during this growing season. The
wine is densely concentrated and rich with black cherry, cassis and
spice. It shows firm structure at the back with elegantly polished and
fine-tuned tannins. The wine is almost approachable now (in another
five years), but is more suitable for longer bottle aging.
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94 points

The 2012 Barolo Ravera is once again a star. Finely cut and chiseled
throughout, the 2012 boasts striking precision and nuance. Rose
petal, chalk, white pepper, cranberry and pomegranate burst
forward in a brilliant, exceptionally polished Barolo built on pure,
sculpted elegance. Over the last few years Vietti has done a
tremendous job in taming the intense Ravera tannins while
preserving all of the focus that makes the wines from this site so
alluring. The Ravera has been fabulous on the two occasions I have
tasted it so far.

The tar and asphalt comes through here with ripe
plum and berry character too. Full body, tight and
muscular. Deep and thought-provoking. Give it two
or three years to open but already impressive to
taste.

The 2012 Barolo Ravera is a beautiful wine and a fully-loaded Nebbiolo.
The wine offers thick lines and deep concentration with seamless
integration even at this very young stage in its evolution. The bouquet
is redolent of dried cherry, spice, tar and tilled earth. This is a wine of
utmost elegance, grace and nobility. Past vintages have appeared
firmly closed when tasted too young, but the 2012 vintage is more
relaxed and unclenched than expected.
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The 2012 Barolo Rocche di Castiglione is one of the bigger, richer
wines in the lineup, which is a bit atypical. Readers should expect a
huge, dramatic Rocche built on power, intensity and volume. At the
same time, the Rocche is incredibly precise and layered. It is that
very interplay of richness and finesse that makes the Rocche so
alluring. Rose petal, mint and sweet red berries build to a crescendo
of aromas, flavors and textures that takes over all the senses.

Wow. The rose petal aroma is gorgeous with ripe
strawberry and cherry undertones. Full body, dense
and powerful. Chewy and rich tannins. Lasts for
minutes on the palate. Best in 2022 but already
stunning.

Of Vietti's new releases, this wine is most definitely the most shut
down and less expressive at this young stage. The 2012 Barolo Rocche
di Castiglione will require many years of bottle aging before it comes
into its own. In general, many of the Barolo protagonists are sluggish in
this vintage and this is a common theme. The bouquet moves slowly to
release dark fruit, dried cherry, tobacco, grilled herb and pressed blue
flowers. The mouth is powerful and determined, however, with solid
structure and a tight build. Put this bottle at the back of your cellar.
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The 2012 Barolo Lazzarito impresses for its precision and class, two
qualities that aren’t easy to find in wines from this Serralunga site.
Iron, smoke and white pepper lift from the glass in a vertical,
structured Barolo endowed with real pedigree. A rush of
pomegranate, red cherry jam, wild flowers and blood orange meld
into the huge, bright finish. In 2012, the Lazzarito reconciles power
and finesse like few vintages in the past. For the last few years, the
Lazzarito has been knocking on the door of the big boys in this
lineup, the Rocche and Ravera. Today, the Lazzarito makes a strong
statement that it has arrived.

A full-bodied red with chocolate, mineral, and plum
character. Firm and silky. Medium finish. Tight and
shy at the moment. Give it a year to two to open.

This Barolo offers the trademark power and integrity that is so
distinctive of wines made in Serralunga d'Alba. The 2012 Barolo
Lazzarito delivers muscle, brawn, and an endearing sense of confidence
and determination. The is a lovely interpretation that opens to dark
fruit aromas that are sharply framed by spice, tobacco, tilled earth and
cooling menthol. The overall effect is generous, well-structured and
full-bodied. This wine is poised to age over the next twenty years.

