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Location: 

Magré, Alto Adige 
Website: 

www.lageder.com
Principal: 

Alois Lageder 

Winemaker: 

Luis von Dellemann
About Alois Lageder: 
The eponymous Alois Lageder winery, today headed by fourth generation Alois Lageder, was established at the middle of the nineteenth century in the Alto Adige region of Italy. The winery’s vineyards benefit from both Alpine and Mediterranean influences and the deep Alto Adige valley has a variety of micro climates providing very distinct vineyard sites. As a result, the area is ideal for producing a wide variety of wines—almost 30 at last count. There is an overriding holistic approach to Alois Lageder’s winemaking philosophy—the goal of making wines with authentic character while accepting the responsibility to leave the natural environment as intact as possible for future generations. Alois Lageder’s wines are produced via sustainable, biodynamic, and organic farming methods and express the many nuances of the region’s microclimates and soils. 
Alois Lageder Roots:
For over 150 years, winemaking has been a part of the Lageder family’s history. Alois Lageder’s great grandfather, the son of a coach maker and wine dealer, founded a wine cellar in Bolzano in 1855. The firm rapidly became well-known for scrupulous selection of wines and for its emphasis on the quality of its own production. In 1934, the family acquired the Löwengang estate in Magrè and subsequently acquired other vineyards in prime positions in Alto Adige.
The current Alois Lageder was born in 1950. His innovative ideas and strategies, and pioneering of practices such as “quality rather than quantity” were at the forefront of a 1980s movement to improve Alto Adige’s wine industry. 
Joining Alois in running the company are his sister, Wendelgard von Dellemann and his brother-in-law, Luis von Dellemann, an oenologist just completing his 38th harvest. 
Wine Production:
Alois Lageder’s current production is divided into two areas: 
· Tòr Löwengang 
A new low-energy consumption structure completed in 1996 houses the winemaking facilities and offices of the Tòr Löwengang winery, another
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expression of Alois Lageder’s holistic approach.  The building exists in perfect harmony with the historical residence. Rigorously planned and constructed on ecological criteria, it is a healthy, attractive, and stimulating environment for both human beings and wine. Alois Lageder has employed various forms of innovative energy-saving practices at the winery, from radiant low-temperature ceiling heating to heat recycling and solar collectors for hot water. The cliff face against which the building leans both cools and warms fresh air for ventilation, thus serving as a means of natural air conditioning. A photoelectric system—free from harmful emissions, noiseless and efficient—makes further use of solar energy and delivers a substantial part of the winery’s electricity needs. The winery’s consumption of non-renewable fossil fuels has been entirely eliminated. 

Tòr Löwengang has 77 acres of vineyards, in addition to fruit purchased from long-term contracted grape farmers on select sites (totalling about 250 acres). Total production is 110,000 cases.
The wines produced at Tòr Löwengang are categorized into three tiers: 

1. Classic Wines—includes wines from the traditionally grown grapes of the Alto Adige region (80%).
2. Single Vineyard Selection Wines—includes wines from single vineyards which are separately vinified. The characteristic features of each particular place and exposure resonate in these wines (12%).
3. Estate Wines—are the single flagship wines of Tòr Löwengang. Grapes from exceptional locales and exposures are carefully selected according to rigorous standards. They mature in barriques of French oak into fine, complex wines. Quantities are limited (8%).
· Casòn Hirschprunn 
With the purchase in 1991 of Casòn Hirschprunn, Alois Lageder realized his dream of establishing a vineyard and winery that fully expressed his ideals. Parting from Alto Adige traditions, Casòn Hirschprunn produces wines that are composed of many varieties, rather than a single variety. Alois Lageder is convinced that cuvée wine—which brings together a balanced selection of several varieties of grapes—is the route to greater complexity and increased perfection. Rigorous selection takes place in the vineyards, and the grapes are sorted for ripeness and quality. 

Casòn Hirschprunn has 79 acres of vineyards, and only grapes from these estate vineyards are vinified. Casòn Hirschprunn produces a white and a red cuvée wine with two different qualities: Estate Wines and Reserve Estate Wines. 

Wines have been crafted from the grapes grown at Hirschprunn since the 17th century. Total production is 10,000 cases. 
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Wines produced include:





Classic Wines:





Pinot Bianco, SRP $11.00
Chardonnay, SRP $11.00
Chardonnay “Buchholz,” SRP $17.00
Pinot Grigio, SRP, $15.00
Sauvignon Terlaner, SRP $18.00
Gewurztraminer, SRP $19.00
Riesling, SRP $17.00

Moscato Giallo “Vogelmeier,” SRP $18.00
Lagrein Rosato, SRP $15.00
Pinot Nero, SRP $18.00
Lagrein, SRP $18.00
Merlot, SRP $15.00
St. Maddalena (Schiava), SRP $18.00
Cabernet “Riserva,” SRP $19.00
Portico dei Leoni Wines:
Portico dei Leoni Bianco (Pinot Grigio, Pinot Bianco, Muller Thurgau) 
SRP $14.00

Portico dei Leoni Rosso (Merlot, Cabernet, Lagrein)

SRP $15.00




Single Vineyard Wines: 




“Haberlehof” Pinot Bianco, SRP $18.00





“Benefizium Porer” Pinot Grigio, SRP $20.00





“Lehenhof” Sauvignon, SRP $26.00





“Am Sand” Gewurtztraminer, SRP $26.00





“Lindenburg” Lagrein, SRP $27.00





Estate Wines: 

“Lowengang” Chardonnay, SRP $30.00
“Krafuss” Pinot Nero, SRP $35.00

“COR Romigberg” Cabernet Sauvignon, SRP $35.00




MM Merlot, SRP $45.00
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Casòn Hirschprunn:

CONTEST Hirschprunn Bianco IGT, SRP $28.00





CASÒN Hirschprunn Rosso IGT, SRP $35.00





ETELLE Hirschprunn Bianco IGT, SRP $20.00





COROLLE Hirschprunn Rosso IGT, SRP $25.00
Region: 

Climate and Terroir: 
Alto Adige, Italy’s most northern and one of its smallest viticultural regions, yet its geographic placement makes it one of the most diverse. The Alps to the north protect against cold winds and bad weather, resulting in warm days and cool nights that promote a slow, even ripening of the grapes and tropical aromas in the wines. They also preserve acids which give the wines freshness and elegance. Mediterranean influences stream up from the south, through the Adige Valley. The year is blessed with more than 300 days of sunshine—excellent conditions for growing grapes of exceptional quality. 

The wide range of grape varieties cultivated here is a function of the region’s topography. Most vineyards are planted on steep slopes between 750 and 3250 ft. above sea level. The slopes mainly face the rising sun in the east, and some to the south and west.  Climatic conditions are quite varied—at times Mediterranean and at others decidedly Alpine, depending on the elevation and east or west facing slopes. There are gravelly terraces, steep moraines, alluvial soils as well as soils of chalk, dolomite stone, quartz phyllite, loamy porphyry, sandstone porphyry, and sandy marl. 

Alois Lageder is highly aware of these natural variations in growing conditions and their important contribution to the uniqueness of the wines of Alto Adige.  His commitment to expressing the individuality of his region is evident in Lageder’s wide variety of wines. 

History:  
Located along Italy’s northeastern border with Austria, Alto Adige is known for its staggeringly beautiful panorama—quaint medieval towns nestled against snow-capped mountains and saw-toothed ridges. This idyllic setting is also a unique melting pot of Austrian and Italian cultures. Once a part of the Austro-Hungarian empire, Alto Adige became a part of Italy after World War I, and in the 1960s an autonomous region within Italy. Today most of the area’s residents speak both German and Italian.

Art at Alois Lageder—Project Ansitz Löwengang

The Alois Lageder winery is marked by a combination of advanced winemaking technology and great ecological attention to choices of procedures and materials: the production adheres to new innovative guidelines while remaining in harmony with the natural environment, as well as respecting 
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tradition. This same desire for innovation again finds expression in the

invitation to artists to propose projects for the winery's indoor and outdoor spaces: from the offices, to the cellars specifically designed for the various phases of wine making, to the courtyard, where a new addition flanks the original building with a circumambient space. It is interesting to note how quickly and thoroughly this other aspect of the winery’s mission–its search for a situation of maximum harmony with nature–has been grasped by the artists.

Visiting Alois Lageder: By prior appointment only. 




There is also the Vinoteque im Paradeis, located adjacent to the Tòr 




Löwengang winery, at Piazze S. Geltrude 5, which features the many different



wines produced by Alois Lageder as well as select wines from other regions 



and countries, spirits, oils, a delicatessen and snacks. The large patio is for 



visitors 
to enjoy and is often the setting for local concerts and events. The 



vinoteque is open Monday-Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and on 




Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
For more information and for information on U.S. distribution, go to www.dallaterra.com.
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