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GIOVANNI NERI

| have long awaited the first rendition of the
Giovanni Neri Brunello di Montalcino, and
the 2018 does not disappoint. Here I'm
finding a beguiling mix of lavender, white
pepper and crushed stone giving way to
dried black cherries and foreign spice.
Thiswashes across the palate with a supple
wave of ripe red berries carried by vibrant
acidity, as nuances of sour citrus and clove
resonate throughout. Its tannins are crunchy,
almost chiseled in feel, yet coupled with a
staining of primary concentration that lingers
under an air of violet inner florals, tapering
off with tremendous length andstructured for
along and balanced maturation. Made from
vines that are 50 years old, the Giovanni Neri
hails from a vineyard acquired in the
southeast of Montalcino. This is a fabulous
debut bottling. 94 points

2022 James Suckling Top 100
Italian Wines #74.

Lovely ripe fruit on the nose, with
cranberries, plums, morello cherries,
white truffles, red tea and white
pepper. The tannins are very fine,
creamy and expansive. Coating
and generous, yet fresh. Wonderful
length and depth. From a 7-hectare
parcel of 50-year old vines. Try this
from 2025. - 98 points

Casanova di Neri's newest Brunello hails
from a 7ha plot purchased in 2017. In the
slightly untamed area of Sesta, in
Montalcino’s southeast, the vineyard
boasts vines over 50 years of age. A
superbly multifaceted wine, it expresses
becoming scents of aromatic herbs and
blood orange. Velvety layers of fleshy
persimmon and ample pliable tannins are
countered by citrussy acidity. There's a
crunch of pomegranate as well as
chocolatey depths of exotic carob. Plenty
of verve and vibration here.

94 points

The 2018 Brunello Di Montalcino
Giovanni Neri is a relatively new addition
to the range from the southeast in Sesta. It

pours a rich ruby hue, with aromas of
perfumed red raspberry, herbes de
Provence, wild strawberry, and a light
note of cinnamon. It offers elegance and
purity, with a refined texture, vibrant red
berries, and beautiful notes of fresh blood
orange, tea leaf, afine tannic structure.
and. This is a vintage with a lot of finesse
as well as a more transparent nature that is
refreshing. Drink 2024-2044. 98 points

Here's an exciting and important new
addition to the Casanova di Neri
portfolio. The 2018 Brunello di
Montalcino Giovanni Neri is shapely and
enriched in an extremely pleasing
manner. The Neri family has perfected its
approach to concentration and fruit
weight over the many years they have
been making excellent wines. This wine
gives the appearance of being full-
bodied, but ultimately, it reveals a very
elegant side. Ripe cherry and blackberry
cede to oak spice, toast and crushed white
stone. The tannins are softly pliable and
sweet. Compared to the estate's other
wines, Tenuta Nuova and Cerretalto,
Giovanni Neri is finer and more delicate,
even fragile in personality. Some 5,400
bottles were made in this inaugural
release. 96 points

CASANOVA DI NERI 2018
Tenuta Nuova Brunello di
Montalcino DOCG

et

BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO

The 2018 Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta
Nuova is spicy and intense, wafting up with a
wild mix of sweet herbs, cloves, dried citrus
peels and crushed red plums. This is darkly
elegant and refined, with polished red and
black fruits elevated by hints of lavender and

mint; yet beneath, a web of fine tannins
slowly saturates the palate. Hints ofcranberry
and tangerine mingle with lavender through
the long and structured finale, as the 2018
finishes beautifully balanced and classic in
feel. With maturity, this may deserve an even
higher score. 93+ points

Elegant and perfumed nose of dried
roses, violets, lemon zest, slate,
cherries, aniseed and truffles. Very
fine, tight and precise tannins.
Medium to full body. | like the
floraland saline undertones. So
precise and fresh with a tight finish.
Crushed stones at the end. Try in
2025, but already attractive to taste
and drink. 96 points

From the estate’s Cetine vineyard, located
to the southeast of Sant’/Angelo in Colle,
this Tenuta Nuova bottling has a
Mediterranean feel and a sensuous
charisma. A relatively early harvest date
of 16 September preserved freshness in
the grapes. Under a top-note of wood
emerges lavender and balsamic herbs.
There's ample concentration of ripe red
cherry infused with cinnamon and
wrapped in malleable tannins. Sapid,
tangy acidity buoys the whole. The sleek
and sophisticated wood should digest with
another year in the bottle. 93 points

There is more depth to the 2018 Brunello
Di Montalcino Tenuta Nuova, with light
smoky earth, black cherry, licorice, and

black pepper. It is polished with fresh
crunchy fruit yet retains a good amount of
concentration, with notes of black
raspberry, turned fresh soil, and graphite.
Mouthwatering, with salinity, fresh
acidity, and great length, it has fine
tannins and warming spice on the
finish. Drink 2024-2044. 96+ points

Here's a treat from Casanova di Neri.
Aged in tonneaux for 30 months, the
2018 Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta

Nuova is fleshed out and rich with pretty

layers of dark fruit, dried blackberry, spice
and cured tobacco. There is a point of
sour cherry in this vintage that folds into
crushed flower, balsam herb, licorice and
crushed stone. The bouquet is classic, but
the Casanova di Neri magic touch comes
through thanks to the wine's balance and
pretty intensity. | can't, however, overlook
a powerful 15% alcohol content that
leaves its mark. This is a production of
67,740 bottles. 95 points

CASANOVA DI NERI 2018
Brunello di Montalcino
DOCG

s

BRUNELLO DI MONTALCINO

The 2018 Brunello di Montalcino keeps me
coming back to the glass to take in its pretty
bouquet of dusty florals, exotic spices and
dried strawberries. This is like pure silk on
the palate, seamless and supple, with depths
of dark red fruit and mineral tones that add a
more tactile feel toward the close. Balsam
herbs, cedar and tobacco all resonate
throughout the long and dramatic finale, as
fine tannins frame the experience
withyouthful poise. As is often the case,
Casanova di Neri is a master at creating
one of the region's most balanced and
enjoyable "entry-level" Brunellos.

93 points

Lots of clean cherry and plummy
character to the nose and palate.
Medium- to full-bodied with dense,
chewy tannins and a long finish.
Lovely freshness of fruit here, but
give the tannins a year or two to sink
in. 40th anniversary bottling. Best
from 2024- 92 points

Celebrating its 40th anniversary with this
2018 release, Casanova di Neri's ‘Etichetta
Bianca' has been made since 1978. It
blends fruit from plots in the Torrenieri
area, where the estate was first
established. Tasted five months after
bottling, the 2018 is still emerging from
its wood-ageing cocoon. Cedar and
grilled meat eventually give way to wild
mountain blossoms. It's angular at this
stage as nervous acidity, granular tannins
and polished oak wrap around sinewy fruit
- it needs time to come together but
shows promise on the finish, signing off
with juicy cherry and enticing truffle.
91 points

The 2018 Brunello Di Montalcino pours a
rich ruby hue with a hint of garnet and
reveals aromas of red cherry, red plum,
leather, and rosemary. It is medium-
bodied, with fine tannins and an elegant
texture, iron-rich minerality, and notes of
red plum, fresh earth, and pine.
Refreshing with its acidity and well-
balanced, this is a great wine for the
value. Drink 2023-2033. 93 points

With a special commemorative label that
celebrates its 40th birthday (1978-2018),
the Casanova di Neri 2018 Brunello di
Montalcino is lush and carefully
concentrated to offer intensity and
textural richness. The bright fruit
remains intact in this wine, with plenty of
cherry and blackberry, in an encouraging
nod to the future cellar potential of this
bottle. Many Brunellos from this vintage
reveal faded or dried fruit, but thankfully
not this wine. The acidity is mild, falling
softly to the background, and the tannins
are expertly managed. Only the finish is a
bit leaner and quicker than anticipated.
The wine ages in large oak casks for 42
months, and this year's production is an
ample 105,000 bottles. Happy
anniversary. 93 points




